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Exemplar 13

Using a picture

first to fourth classes

Rl }L-.!.-}-,:..-w, - '-"i-ﬁ e,

often reproduced in books about Dublin.

Introduction

lllustrations may be used to establish basic information about a
period. The following activity (based on James Malton’s View
from Capel Street in Dublin) would be suitable as part of work
on life in the eighteenth century with third and fourth classes
but elements of it could be used with younger children.

Step 1 Where does the picture come from?

The teacher could introduce the picture and explain its main
features: the street, a bridge (this can be confusing for the
child) and a further street in the distance.

View from Capel Street from James Malton’s A Picturesque and Descriptive View of the City of Dublin (1799). Malton prints are widely available in poster format and are

%

In a classroom situation the teacher might explain the origins
of the drawing and its date, but if children were examining the
picture independently (for example by using a workcard in a
gallery) they should be encouraged to check for the artist’s
name, his/her dates of birth and death, and the date and title
of the print or painting. This is a good habit to instil, as the
value of a painting as an historical source will be greater if the

representation is a contemporary one.

Step 2 Close viewing
Questions and discussion should help the children to look
closely at the picture to establish information about life at that

time. These questions could:



e identify work that people are doing * make deductions
woman carrying basket on her head Why have the people come to the street?

soldiers on horseback Compare woman and child with old man and child. What

5 4
szl ot malliins could you tell about them? rich/poor

. o
lamplighter repairing or lighting a lamp Were there many poor people in Dublin:

e direct attention to the type of street that is shown. Capel HO‘W w'ere iy ramitzel oy i asiple (ot ekl @1t g
Street was a commercial street of shops and offices being ignored)

' ?
et it s o e iy ol e Why might Capel Street have been a good place for beggars:
a lottery office
( Y office) Step 3 Follow-up
What are the other buildings in the street?

This work could be reinforced by:
(shops, one of which has the word ‘Burton” above the

. _ . . . :
windows; ‘burton’ was an eighteenth-century name for a small close drawing of one or two elements in the picture, for

book, though it may be a family name) example one of the people shown
o identify as many forms of transport in the picture as * examining the buildings. As children explore styles of

possible building in the eighteenth century they could re-examine

this print to see any typical features of the period, for

® compare and contrast the clothes of the people

example the dome and columns of the Royal Exchange in the
background (now the City Hall), Georgian windows, brick
and other building materials

® creative writing. For example
the conversation between the ladies walking on the pavement
the story of the beggar

the conversation between the child, woman with basket and
man with bell

the small boy’s account of his day in Dublin.

History Teacher Guidelines
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Exemplar 14

Comparing two pictures first to sixth classes

Family Portrait (probably of Corbally family, Rathbeale, Co. Dublin, c. 1770) a painting attributed to Philip Hussey and Portrait of the Bateson Family of Derry (1762)
by Strickland Lowry. Comparing two pictures on similar topics can give children opportunities to make generalisations. This activity would be an interesting follow-

up to the activity in the previous section on an eighteenth-century street. The pictures are available in printed books and would be suitable for use in a group
teaching situation.







